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ABSTRACT

The Revealer in the German Orientalist
Noldekes Book "History of Quran"

Presentation and Criticism

By
A.Razzak Ahmad Asaad Rajab

Supervised by
Prof: A.Allah Marhool Assawalmeh
Prof: Mohammad Khazer Almajali

The aim of this dissertation is to show the stance of Noldke, a German
orientalist, on the revelation in his book “History of the Quran” The

dissertation criticizes his skepticism and provides and provides counter proof
to the allegations raised.

The study proves that Noldke undeservedly won a reputation for writing
“History of the Quran” .Having written his book, Noldke himself did not
approve of reprinting it but let the matter rest with one of his followers.

The researcher followed the inductive approach in collecting the
“uncertainties” and allegations that Noldke claimed about the revelation.

The researcher then employed the critical approach to refute such
allegations.

The dissertation criticizes Noldke’s viewpoint as to how he envisaged the
origin of revelation, its identity and sources. It also criticizes the approach that

he adopted in ordering the Quranic “suras” historically with time reference to
revelation.

The study also criticizes Noldke’s claims concerning the revelation style in
the Meccan and Medani “suras”. Further, the study criticizes Noldke’s
scruples about all Quranic “suras” and his allegations about the existence of
some Quranic texts that were not included in the present Quran.
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The dissertation has disclosed that Noldke’s precarious approach in
ordering the suras historically according to revelation greatly influenced other

orientalist studies that were mostly based on inaccurate and false exigencies

while refusing accurate accounts, neglecting facts, holding to bias and
subjective argumentation.

The researcher could identify a strong influence for Noldke, the German
orientalist on the question of revelation through his book, “History of the
Quran” The influence was mainly on orientalists, Modernist Arabs and some
Arab-Quranic studies related to the revelation.
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